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Cherry Tree Primary School
English Unit Map

	Year
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	1
	Building writing fluency
	Unit 1 – Four part solving a problem story

Unit 2 – Four part solving a problem story

Unit 3 – Four part solving a problem story

Unit 4 – Four part Recount

Unit 5 – Four part solving a problem story

Unit 6 – Four part non-chronological report

	Unit 7 – Longer solving a problem story

Unit 8 – Longer solving a problem story

Unit 9 – Longer recount

Unit 10 – Longer diary story

Unit 11 – Longer solving a problem story




	Unit 12 – Longer Instructions

Unit 13 – Longer solving a problem story

Unit 14 – Longer solving a problem story

Unit 15 – Longer solving a problem story

Unit 16  – Longer Non-chronological report


	Unit 17 – How to write instructions 

Unit 18 – How to write a voyage and return story

Unit 19 – How to write to an author


	Unit 20 – How to write a story based on traditional tales

Unit 21 – How to write a fact file 

Unit 22 – How to write about an event 

Unit 23 – How to write a fairy tale 






	Year
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	2
	Unit 1 – How to write a non-chronological report 

Unit 2 – How to use different sentences in my stories 

Unit 3 – How to write a poem 
	Unit 4 – How to write an Instruction booklet

Unit 5 – How to write a diary story 

Unit 6 – How to write an acrostic

 
	Unit 7 – How to write a recount

Unit 8 – How to write a losing story

Unit 9 – How to write shape poems


	Unit 10 – How to persuade a reader 

Unit 11 – How to choose the best vocabulary in a poem

Unit 12 – How to write a fear story

	Unit 13 – How to write a leaflet 

Unit 14 – How to make writing lively and interesting for the reader 

Unit 15 – How to write nonsense poetry

	Unit 16 – How to write a diary 

Unit 17 – How to write a play script 

Unit 18 – How to add detail to poems


	3
	Instructions 
Poetry 
Advert

Core text- Firework Maker’s Daughter

Unit 1 - How to write a recipe

Unit 2 – How to describe settings 

Unit 3 – How to write a haiku



	Nonchronological report
Narrative (The Great monster)
Core text- Stone Age Tales- The Great Monster

Unit 4 – How to Inform a reader 

Unit 5 – How to write a ‘tricking the monster’ story

Unit 6 – How to write a list poem
	Recount
Narrative (shackleton)
Persuasive letter
Core text- The Ice Trap 


Unit 7 – How to write an account of events 

Unit 8 – How to write a guided voyage and return story

Unit 9 – How to write a diamante poem 





	Explanation
Non-chron
Poetry

Core text- Romans on the Rampage

Unit 10 – How to write and deliver a presentation (non-chron report)

Unit 11 – How to write a warning story 

Unit 12 –  How to use similes in a poem

	Explanation
Narrative (W in the W)

Core text- Wind in the Willows


Unit 13 – How to explain 

Unit 14 – How to write a triumphing story 

Unit 15 – How to learn from a poet

	Newspaper report
Playscript
Leaflet (Egypt)

Core text- The Story of Tutankhamun 

Unit 16 – How to write and perform a scene 

Unit 17 – How to write a persuasive leaflet  

Unit 18 – How to create a mood in a poem 



	4
	Instructions
Haiku
Narrative (Robot story)
Core text- The Wild Robot


Unit 1 – How to write instructions to construct something

Unit 2 – How to write a buddy story

Unit 3 – How to build an image over a stanza 
	Newspaper report
Biography
Advert

Core text- The Tesla Trap


Unit 4 – How to write a newspaper report 

Unit 5 – How to write a defeating the villain story 

Unit 6 – How to write an advert 
	Narrative (C&TCF)
Brochure


Core text-Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 

Unit 7 – How to write like an author (an extra  chapter in the style of an author)

Unit 8 – How to write a cinquain 

Unit 9 – How to write a guidebook 

	Non-chron report
Performance poem (Kennings)
Letter (Beowulf)
Core text- Beowolf


Unit 10 – How to write a letter 

Unit 11 – How to balance telling, description, dialogue and action 

Unit 12 – How to use kennings 

	Environmental debate
Narrative

Core text- A river



Unit 13 – How to write a journey story

Unit 14 – How to write a persuasive argument

Unit 15 – How to write a tanka

	Explanation
Narrative
Advert?

Core text- The Chocolate Tree 


Unit 17 – How to write a magazine article 

Unit 18 – How to write a persuasive letter 

	Year
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	5
	School poem
Narrative
Persuasive letter (refugees)

Core text- The boy at the back of the class 

Unit 1 – How to write and present a speech 

Unit 2 – How to write a school story

Unit 3 – How to write ‘real-life’ poetry e.g. about school
	Non-chron report
Diary
New topic for next year- Vikings

Core text- Viking Boy?

Unit 4  – How to write a losing/finding story (Revenge)

Unit 5– How to write a discussion 

Unit 6 – How to write from a Skaldic poem


	Newspaper report
Fantasy narrative



Core text- George’s Key to the Universe

Unit 7 – How to present a TV explanation

Unit 8 – How to write a portal story 

Unit 6 – How to write a crown cinquain



	Discussion
Historical narrative


Core text- Treason
 
Unit 10 – How to write a biography

Unit 11 – How to write a ‘rags to riches’ story

Unit 12 – How to write a nonet

	Diary
Travel brochure



Core text-  Holes


Unit 13 – How to write a webpage

Unit 14 – How to write a blog 

Unit 15 – How to use viewpoint in poetry 

	Historical biography
Setting description

Core text- Who let the Gods out
 
Unit 16 – How to write an engaging information text

Unit 17 – How to rewrite a myth 

Unit 18 – How to enjoy narrative poetry 



	6
	Newspaper report
Setting description
Diary

Core text/topic- Zootopia


Unit 1 – How to write a newspaper article

Unit 2 – How to write a scene story

Unit 3 – How to write a renga

	Non-chron
Narrative (circus?)
Letter
Persuasive poster
Core text- Wild boy 

Unit 4 – How to write a brochure

Unit 5 – How to write a problem and resolution story 

Unit 6 – How to experiment with language in poetry

 
	Letter informal
Diary entry
Advert


Core text- 
Goodnight Mr Tom

Unit 7 – How to write an informal letter

Unit 8 – How to tell a story through a diary

Unit 9 – How to enjoy classic poetry


	Non-chron
Newspaper report
Subjunctive poem
Brochure 

Core text- 
Sky Hawk


Unit 10 – How to write a persuasive article 

Unit 11 – How to build a relationship in a story

Unit 12 – How to write a poem with a message 


	Discussion/debate
Newspaper report
Biography 
Formal letter

Core text-  
Pigheart boy

Unit 13 – How to write a formal letter

Unit 14 – How to write a multiple narrator story 

Unit 15 – How to write a rondelet

	Unit 16 – How to write an autobiography
Core text- Can You See Me 


Unit 17 – How to use your experiences to write a story 

Unit 18 – How to use your experiences to write a poem 




















	
	Story types and structures

	

	Type
	Structure
	Example

	Voyage and Return
	1. Something happens to a character
2. They leave on a journey
3. They reach a place and have an adventure
4. They decide to return home
5. They return home 

	Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak

	Diary
	1. Introduction to characters and situation
2. Day 1
3. The next day
4. The next day
5. …
6. Something exciting/different happens
7. Ending (or twist)

	Jasper’s Beanstalk by Nick Butterworth

	Losing
	1. Character has something precious
2. Character goes somewhere with the precious item
3. The Item is lost
4. There is a search or consequences are faced
5. The item is found and returned
6. The character vows to keep the item safe in the future

	Dogger by Shirley Hughes

	Fear
	1. Character is afraid of something (they may get teased for it)
2. What the character fears actually happens
3. They deal with the fear
4. They have conquered the fear and look to the future

	The Owl who was afraid of the Dark by Jill Tomlinson 

	Tricking the Monster
	1. There is a clever character
2. There is a threat from a monster
3. The character makes a plan
4. The monster arrives and is lured in
5. He is tricked and he runs away
6. There’s a celebration 

	Warduff and the Corncob Caper by Mat Head

	Guided Voyage and Return
	1. There is a lonely character
2. A guide magically appears
3. The leave on a journey
4. Event 1
5. Event 2
6. …
7. They return and the guide leaves
8. Warm ending 

	Gorilla by Anthony Browne

	Triumphing
	1. A character cannot do something
2. There’s an event where everyone else is doing it
3. The character is in despair
4. They get unexpected advice about how to solve the problem
5. They can do it!
6. Final message 

	Giraffe’s Can’t Dance by Giles Andreae

	Buddy
	1. Introduction to character 1
2. Introduction to character 2
3. They don’t like each other
4. There’s a ‘secret’ place
5. Character 2 goes in
6. Character 1 follows
7. Character 1 goes on a journey and finds character 2 trapped/ stuck
8. Character 1 rescues character 2
9. They are buddies forever after

	The Tunnel By Anthony Browne

	Scene
	1. Opening with something that will link the scenes
2. Scene 1
3. Scene 2
4. …
5. Closing with the thing that linked the scenes 

	A Year in the City by Kathy Henderson

	Defeating the Monster
	1. There is a lovely place
2. A monster appears and terrorises it 
3. It can’t be defeated
4. An unexpected hero appears
5. They defeat the monster 
6. All is well. Everyone celebrates and hero is rewarded.

	Beowulf

	Warning
	1. Character is warned not to do something
2. They do what they have been warned not to do
3. Something goes wrong and the character is in trouble
4. Character is rescued
5. Character is told off/ punished for not following warning
6. They vow never to do it again

	The Lorax by Dr Seuss

	Portal
	1. A character enters a portal
2. They are in a new world
3. They make a friend
4. They have experiences
5. There is a dangerous moment and the character re-enters the portal
6. Back home
7. Ending – a souvenir reminder

	Stone Age Boy by Satoshi Kitamura

	Rags to Riches
	1. Character is introduced
2. Character has a unhappy life and is treated badly
3. Something different happens
4. The character overcomes their circumstances (usually with help)
5. Character achieves happiness/ recognition/ wealth

	Cinderella

	Finding
	1. Character introduced
2. They go somewhere and find something
3. Something goes wrong and it is the ‘fault’ of the thing that has been found
4. Character puts back/ throws away/ hides/ destroys object 
5. All is well and a lesson has been learnt

	We Found a Hat by Jon Klassen
(and many ghost stories!)

	Multiple Narrator
	1. An event through the eyes of person 1
2. The same event through the eyes of person 2
3. The same event through the eyes of person 3
4. The same event through the eyes of person 4

	Voices in the Park

	Quest
	1. A hero wants something and sets out on a journey
2. Journey out – challenge one
3. Journey out – challenge two
4. Big challenge three – they find it
5. Journey home – challenge four
6. Journey home – challenge five
7. They return

	Jason and the Golden Fleece

	Character Flaw
	1. The character is well thought of
2. The character flaw is revealed
3. The flaw leads the character into trouble
4. EITHER they learn a lesson and change their ways
5. OR there is total disaster!
6. All is well for the future as a result

	The Boy who cried Wolf
(or several Shakespeare plays)












	
	Poem types and structures

	

	Type
	Structure
	Example

	Haiku 
	A haiku is a traditional form of Japanese poetry that has:
· 3 lines
· A 5–7–5 syllable pattern (5 syllables in the first line, 7 in the second, 5 in the third)
· A focus on nature, seasons, or a moment in time
· Simple, clear language that captures a feeling or image

	Autumn leaves drift down
Golden whispers fill the air
Footsteps crunch softly

	List Poem
	A list poem is a poem that is made up of a list of items, ideas, or actions.
It can be funny, serious, or descriptive, and it often has a repeating pattern or rhythm.

	(Stone Age)
Big woolly mammoths,
Cold, snowy days,
People living in caves,
Fires glowing bright,
Stone tools for cutting,
Animal skins for clothes,
Painting pictures on cave walls,
Hunting with spears,
Gathering berries and nuts,
Sleeping under warm furs.

	Diamante Poem
	A diamante poem is a 7-line poem shaped like a diamond.
It usually shows a contrast or a transformation (for example, from one idea to another).
The structure:
1. One noun (the starting topic)
2. Two adjectives describing it
3. Three verbs ending in –ing
4. Four nouns (two about the first topic, two about the second topic)
5. Three verbs ending in –ing (about the second topic)
6. Two adjectives describing the second topic
7. One noun (the ending topic
	(Journey- Ernest Shackleton)

Explorer 
Brave, determined 
Sailing, searching, leading 
Ice, crew — hope, courage Marching, surviving, rescuing Frozen, fearless 
Hero



	Mood poem
	A mood poem is a poem that shows a feeling or emotion.
It uses describing words, sounds, actions, and images to create a mood such as happy, calm, excited, scared, or angry.
A mood poem doesn’t have a strict structure — the main goal is to help the reader feel the emotion
	

	Cinquain 


	A cinquain is a five-line, non-rhyming poem with a specific syllable structure- 2,4,6,8,2
 
· Line 1: 2 Syllables (Topic)
· Line 2: 4 Syllables (Description of Topic)
· Line 3: 6 Syllables (Actions related to Topic)
· Line 4: 8 Syllables (Feelings/Observations)
· Line 5: 2 Syllables (Conclusion/Synonym) 
	Wonka (2)
Chocolate maker (4)
Stirring magical mixtures (6)
Creating wonders in his factory (8)
Genius (2)


	Kennings 
	A kennings poem is made up of two‑word phrases (usually joined with a hyphen) that describe something in a creative way.
Each phrase uses a noun + noun or noun + verb


	Beowulf — The Hero
Monster-fighter
Brave-warrior
Darkness-challenger
Fear-crusher
Battle-winner
Strength-bringer
Night-protector
People-saviour

	Tanka 
	A tanka is a short Japanese poem with 5 lines.
It has a special syllable pattern:
· Line 1: 5 syllables
· Line 2: 7 syllables
· Line 3: 5 syllables
· Line 4: 7 syllables
· Line 5: 7 syllables
So the pattern is: 5–7–5–7–7
Tankas are a bit like haikus, but longer.
They often describe nature, feelings, or a moment, just like a tiny story.

	The river glimmers,
Sunlight dancing on the waves.
It whispers softly,
Carrying stories along,
Flowing on from hill to sea.


	Crown cinquain
	A crown cinquain is a type of poem made by joining five separate cinquains together. (See above for Cinquain poem)
· Each cinquain is a 5‑line poem.
· When you join five of them, one after another, you make a crown.
· Each cinquain can focus on a different part of the same topic.
· Together, they tell a bigger, more detailed story or idea.

	

	Nonet
	A nonet is a poem with nine lines.
· The poem has a special countdown pattern.
· The first line has 9 syllables,
· the next line has 8 syllables,
· then 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2,
· the last line has 1 syllable.

	Henry the Eighth, a powerful king (9)
Ruled England with an iron will (8)
Married six times, seeking sons (7)
Broke from the Roman Church (6)
Built great palaces (5)
Loved feasts, music (4)
Strong, stubborn (3)
Feared lord (2)
Throne (1)


	Renga
	A renga is a traditional Japanese poem made by two or more people working together.
Key features:
· It is a linked poem, meaning each verse connects to the one before it.
· It is made of alternating stanza lengths: 
· A 5–7–5 syllable verse (like a haiku)
· Followed by a 7–7 syllable verse
Structure: 
· Verse 1: 5–7–5 
· Verse 2: 7–7 
· Verse 3: 5–7–5 
· Verse 4: 7–7

	(Zootropolis)
Verse 1- 5-7-5
City of creatures,
Animals of every kind
Race through busy streets.

Verse 2- 7-7
Tall towers shine in the sun,
Dreams grow in every district.

Verse 3- 5-7-5
Judy hops along,
Swift and brave on every case,
Hope bright in her eyes.

Verse 4- 7-7
Nick smiles with clever charm,
Together they chase the truth.


	Rondelet
	A rondelet is a short poem with a special repeating line and a fixed pattern.
A rondelet has 7 lines.
· Line 1: A short refrain (the repeating line)
· Line 2: Longer line
· Line 3: Repeat line 1
· Line 4: Longer line
· Line 5: Longer line
· Line 6: Longer line
· Line 7: Repeat line 1 again
It follows the pattern:
· Lines 1, 3, 7: 4 syllables (same words)
· Lines 2, 4, 5, 6: 8 syllables
	Summer time
A season filled with warmth and light
Summer time
Makes the world feel calm and sublime
Days stretch long and glow so brightly
Sunshine sparkles, a wondrous sight
Summer time


	Skaldic 
	A skaldic poem is a poem from Viking times. 
It follows this pattern:
· 8 short lines
· 6 syllables per line
· Lots of alliteration
· Rhyming inside the line
· Kennings (see above for Kennings poem)
· Strong rhythm
	Thor 

Thunderer Thor strides forth
Storm‑road under his feet
Sky‑hammer blazing bright
Lightning lashes foes down
Giants flee the gale‑winds
Cloud‑cliffs shake and ring loud
Farmer‑friend, strong guard stands
Midgard rests in calm now


	Message 
	A message poem must:
· share a clear message or idea
· make the reader think or feel something
· be written in simple, strong language
· stay focused on one main point
There is no formal structure and this does not need to rhyme. 
	

	Viewpoint 
	A viewpoint poem is a poem written from a particular point of view.
This means the poet writes as if they are someone, something, or somewhere, showing the world through their eyes.
It does not follow a particular structure.

	

	Narrative 
	A narrative poem is a poem that tells a story.
It has a plot, characters, and often a setting, just like a storybook.

	“Jabberwocky” by Lewis Carroll
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