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Cherry Tree Primary School and Nursery does not allow dogs on the school site.  
 
This means that parents, pupils and visitors must not bring dogs onto the school site or tie them to the school gates or railings when visiting the school. 
 
The school grounds should not be used for walking dogs. 
 
Any parent, pupil or visitor bringing a dog on to the school site, whether walked or carried, will be reminded of the school’s policy and asked to take the dog off site. 
 
There are two exceptions to this ‘no dogs’ policy.   
 
(1) If a dog is a registered assistance dog e.g. guide dog. 
 
Accredited assistance dogs are dogs that have been trained by accredited organisations e.g. Assistance Dogs International (ADI) and the International Guide Dog Federation (IGDF). 
 
They are dogs that: 
· have been trained to behave well in public 
· have safe and reliable temperaments 
· are healthy and do not constitute a hygiene risk observed over a considerable period of time 
· are fully toilet trained 
· are regularly checked by experienced veterinarians 
· are accompanied by a disabled handler who has been trained to work alongside their assistance dog 
· are recognisable by the harness, organisation specific coat, id tag on their collar or lead slip they wear. 
 
Emotional support dogs are not required to undergo any specialised training and are not recognised as being assistance dogs.  (Assistance Dogs UK)   
 
Therapy dogs are not considered to be assistance dogs.  (The Society for Companion Animal Studies [SCAS]). 
 
(2) Organised visits from accredited organisations. 
 
From time to time, the school may organise a visit from an organisation such as The Guide Dogs for the Blind Association or Dogs Trust to enhance children’s learning and understanding of living with disability or care for living creatures.  As and when such visits are organized the school will advise families in advance, carry out appropriate risk assessments, take reasonable precautions to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all pupils and adults involved and provide the visitors with suitable facilities.  
This policy will be reviewed in line with any changes of legislation. 
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